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followed a second letter from her Britannic Majesty to
the Imperial Chancellor, repeating her request more
urgently. This time the reply was somewhat more
positive in form, but was still not to the taste of the
Queen, who then turned to the Emperor, and made
him and Germany responsible for the outbreak of
war.

"We do not know  what truth  there  is  in  this
report, but we do not consider it incredible.    Moreover,
this remarkable  suggestion  that  it  is   our   duty   to
compel   our  faithful   neighbour   Eussia   to   maintain
peace, not because we have any special cause or reason
to do so, but solely to oblige the English by relieving
them from all anxiety  as  to  their  interests on   the
Bosphorus, and  by enabling them  to  continue  their
huckstering in all tranquillity of mind, has, we believe,
reached the Emperor through another channel (which
the readers of these articles will be able to guess), and
has received warm support here.    It must be borne in
mind that his Majesty is thoroughly devoted to peace,
and  sincerely  desires  that  he  himself,   the   German
people, and the whole world, may be saved from fresh
wars.    These being his sentiments, he is  disposed to
consider the wishes and counsels which, in the opinion
of those who submitted them to him, are calculated to
serve the cause of peace.    But such counsels, if they
do not emanate from a great and far-seeing mind, which
takes all the circumstances and  possibilities  into   ac-
count, may lead to the exact contrary of what is de-
sired, that is to say to war.    In January The Times
implored the Imperial Chancellor to give orders for the
maintenance of peace.    Somewhat later it addressed a
similar affecting appeal to the Emperor, and we may
take it for certain that Queen Victoria was induced by